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Editorial by Karima Delli
Dear colleagues and friends,

The transport sector is one of the sectors most affected by the current
COVID19 crisis, but it is also a key element in the new European Green Deal
and it will play a central role in achieving climate neutrality.

It was therefore very timely that our Committee on Transport and Tourism
invited Mr Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President and European
Commissioner responsible for the Green Deal, to debate the future of the transport sector in the context of
the Green Deal.

From the discussion it became crystal clear that the transport and tourism sector need to emerge from this
crisis in a coordinated and responsible manner, that we need a roadmap for a resilient recovery and that the
European Green Deal must be a central part in this roadmap. This crisis, however devastating it is, could also
be an opportunity to reflect together on a better, more efficient and cleaner transport sector in Europe.

The Transport and Tourism Committee welcomes also the Commission’s latest package, notably the clarity
on passenger rights whilst supporting both sectors to overcome COVID-19 crisis.

The Commission's package on tourism and transport is a great example of addressing together the current
and upcoming challenges in sectors that have been heavily hit in the pandemic. On behalf of the Tourism Task
Force, I would like to underline that the tabled proposals are necessary tools to relaunch tourism in Europe
in a harmonised way. It is crucial to reassure citizens that tourism and travelling will be possible and safe this
year.

The package presented is historic: the Commission took the first steps towards a coordinated European
approach on tourism - a real EU tourism strategy -, which is needed now more than ever. We need a long-
term vision that is smart and sustainable, with a dedicated budget line as well as a mechanism to manage
crises.

Parliament’s Transport and Tourism Committee MEPs remain strongly committed to EU recovery plans and
are happy to contribute to organising the European Tourism Summit in autumn. We should use this crisis to
redesign tourism across the EU. Tourism must become sustainable and responsible. Supporting local tourism
should be a matter of priority.
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11 May

The future of transport sector in the
framework of the Green Deal
Exchange of views with Frans Timmermans, Vice-
President

Executive Vice President Timmermans was invited to
debate with the Committee on the future of transport
in the context of the Green Deal.

From the start, the Commissioner recognised the
difficult choice to be made: while the transport sector
is crucial for the Green Deal, it is also one of the sectors
mostly affected by the crisis.

For Executive Vice President Timmermans, this means
that the recovery plan should not only be geared
towards saving and creating jobs, but also at moving
our economy towards climate neutrality.
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Therefore, according to him, the recovery plan should
include measures such as sustainable scrapping plans
for the automotive sector, enhanced plans for
electronic charging stations, a shift towards more
sustainable modes and measures to modernise the
airline sector.

Many interventions during the debate concentrated on
the question of how to reconcile the necessary
recovery from the crisis with the measures to reach
climate neutrality. While some saw the Green Deal as
a way out of the crisis, others called for a more gradual
and fair transition that would prevent companies from
going bankrupt.

Executive Vice President Timmermans stressed that in
his view there is no contraction between the two and
that we can combine the recovery process with the
sustainability challenge by being more forward looking
in the transport sector, hugely cut emissions and use
digitalisation to its maximum.

Many Members intervened in the debate and raised
many different topics, including the role of Emissions
Trading System (ETS) in maritime and aviation, the
need for a level playing field between different
transport modes and for long term predictability for
industry, the consequences of electrification of the car
fleet for energy storage, the need to support public
transport, the specific difficulties in the railway sector,
the Mobility Package, alternative fuels, active and
urban mobility, sparsely populated and remote regions
and priority European projects.

COVID-19 relief measures related to
transport - recent proposals
Presentation of the European Commission

On 29 April the European Commission adopted a
package of four legislative proposals that would
provide relief to the transport sector by solving
practical problems, removing administrative burdens
and increasing flexibility in the context of the COVID-
19 outbreak. They concern aviation, ports, railways
and land transport. The EP proceeded to prompt
adoption of legislation through an urgent procedure
based for all four legislative files.

During the debate, some MEPs expressed concerns
that the ports relief could trigger unnecessary
competition between ports. Furthermore Members
claimed that the postponement of the transposition
deadline in the railways relief should be based only on
the extraordinary circumstances of COVID outbreak
and not to justify further delays from Member States.
A few Members wanted to grant more protection for
workers. While the Committee broadly agreed on the
need to adopt these urgent measures, Members
reminded about the role of the EP as co-legislator to
improve the quality of legal texts, facilitate discussions
among stakeholders and express their concerns.
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28 May

Recommendations on the negotiations for a
new partnership with the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Vote
o Rapporteur: Johan Danielsson (S&D)
o Vote in AFET/INTA: 16 June 2020
o Plenary: June 2020

The opinion was voted with 47 in favour, 1 against, 1
abstention.

Global data collection system for ship fuel
oil consumption data
Vote
o Rapporteur: Magdalena Adamowicz (EPP)
o Deadline of amendments: 12 May 2020
o Vote in ENVI: 24-25 June 2020
o Plenary: tbc

The opinion was voted with 32 in favour, 12 against, 5
abstentions.

Tourism and Transport package - follow-up
to the European roadmap towards lifting
coronavirus containment measures
Presentation by the European Commission
The TRAN Committee discussed the transport and
tourism package published by the European
Commission on 13 May, setting forth broad
orientations towards a sustainable recovery. The
package includes guidance on restoring freedom of
movement, devoid of any discrimination, between
Europeans, restoring transport services, and helping
Member States and businesses prepare for re-opening
in a coordinated fashion.

Tourism lies at the core of this package. A difficult
balancing act must be struck between getting the
tourism ecosystem fully back to work whilst still
ensuring the safety of people on holidays.

The Commission’s guidance on safely resuming
tourism services provides for a coordinated approach;
it includes criteria for developing health protocols for
businesses in the tourism space, and also addresses
practical issues impacting hospitality establishments.

In order to provide easy access to real-time
information, the Commission is setting up a website on
safe holiday options, which should be on-line in a few
weeks’ time.

The guidelines proposed for the tourism sector must
be put into practice by the Member States themselves,
however the Commission wants to use this
opportunity to lay the groundwork leading to a
sustainable recovery of the tourism ecosystem, and as
its next step towards launching a “European Agenda
for Tourism 2050”.

Transport is a key enabler for tourism and the travel
industry, therefore it needs to be restored as soon as
the epidemiological situation allows. There exists an
extensive set of recommended general principles, such
as enhancing hygiene, limiting contacts, keeping
transport workers and citizens well-informed on the
new procedures, and putting in place effective
protocols to deal with the outbreak.

The issue of vouchers offered to passengers as an
alternative to refunds for cancelled travel and
transport services has become a hot topic. The
Commission insists that passengers’ and travellers’
legitimate rights to refunds cannot be limited due to
the outbreak. The recommendations give guidance to
businesses and the Member States to make vouchers a
viable and attractive alternative. Such vouchers should
be protected against the possible insolvency of carriers
or organisers, be refundable within a reasonable time
frame and offer certain other flexible features.

The Members’ overall feedback on the package was
positive, however, many insisted on more immediately
concrete actions and financial support ahead of the
summer holidays.

Members underscored the need for restoring trust in
safe travelling amidst the current uncertainties,
through further concrete measures. Many MEPs raised
the issue of widespread job losses, the ongoing risk of
bankruptcies in the sector, and commented on the lack
of concrete help and specific short-term financial
support, as well as the need for a dedicated long-term
budget line.

As Members also expressed safety concerns, the
Commission pointed out that cooperation between the
Member states has improved and that the lifting of
travel restrictions should be based on the fulfilment of
set criteria and the presence and availability of strong
health protocols.

Several Members also touched upon passenger rights,
as the rules for refunds are being flouted in various
Member states. The Commission insisted that
passengers retain their right to cash reimbursements.
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed
Monday 8 June, 9.00-11.00 and 18.00-18.30

 Exchange of views with Henrik Hololei, Director-General DG MOVE, European Commission, on
transport aspects of the EU Recovery Plan and revised MFF

 Votes on Mobi-Pack:
o Posting of drivers in the road transport sector, Konečná (GUE/NGL)
o Minimum requirements on maximum daily and weekly driving times, rest periods and

tachographs - Virkkunen (EPP)
o Pursuing the occupation of road transport operator and access to the international road haulage

market (cabotage) - Ertug (S&D)
 Vote on Electronic freight transport information - Deli (EPP)
 Vote on shortage of medicines - Campomenosi (ID)

Meeting room: JOZSEF ANTALL - room JAN 4Q2 (on remote distance)

TRAN Committee meetings 2020 - To be confirmed
Tuesday 23/06/2020, 10.00-12.00

Monday 13/07/2020 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 14/07/2020 9.00-12.30

Wednesday 02/09/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 02/09/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 03/09/2020 9.00-12.30
Thursday 03/09/2020 15.00-18.30

Wednesday 28/10/2020 9.00-12.30
Wednesday 28/10/2020 14.30-18.30
Thursday 29/10/2020 9.00-12.30

Tuesday 10/11/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 10/11/2020 14.30-18.30

Monday 30/11/2020 15.00-18.30
Tuesday 01/12/2020 9.00-12.30
Tuesday 01/12/2020 14.30-18.30

Useful links
TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-
analyses.html
European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news
Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
Croatian Presidency of the Council: https://eu2020.hr/

Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent
the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other
organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. ©


